Clinical response of dairy cattle with ovarian cysts to single or repeated treatments of gonadotropin-releasing hormone.
Two hundred twenty-five dairy cows with ovarian cysts were treated with 100 microgram of gonadotropin-releasing hormone (GnRH). Cows failing to recover were retreated with a second or third dose of GnRH. Clinical recovery following 1st, 2nd, and 3rd treatments was 76% (170/225), 78% (43/55), and 66% (8/12), respectively. Of the 221 cows that recovered, 184 eventually became pregnant. The remaining 41 cows were culled primarily as problem breeders. First-service conception rate was 49%. More ovarian cysts were detected in herds examined at 2-week intervals than in herds examined at 4-week intervals. The increased diagnosis of ovarian cysts may have been related to detection of cysts prior to spontaneous recovery that occurs in some cases. Clinical recovery from ovarian cysts was lower in herds examined at 2-week intervals following treatment, compared with those examined at 4-week intervals. The GnRH-induced luteinization of ovarian cysts and response to treatment was more difficult to judge at 2 weeks than at 4 weeks.